
 THORACIC 
Friday, June 21, 2019 

13:00 – 17:00 FROM PORT PLACEMENT TO SKIN CLOSURE VIDEO BASED LECTURE SERIES: 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO ROBOTIC THORACIC PROCEDURES BY 
INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED FACULTY 
 
General and Esophageal Session 
Moderators: Zhigang Li, Sid Murthy and Inderpal Sarkaria 

13:00 – 13:10 Welcome 
Presented by Farid Gharagozloo and Abbas Abbas 

13:10 – 13:20 Is it Financially Feasible to start a Robotic Thoracic Program? 
Presented by Abbas Abbas 

13:20 – 13:30 How do I transition to robotic surgery? Step by Step Guide 
Presented by Peter Carnegie CEO MIS 

13:30 – 13:40 Best practices for credentialing in robotic surgery 
Presented by Jeff Levy 

13:40 – 13:50 OR efficiency, Lean Process, ERAS: How to Build a Robust Robotic Thoracic 
Program 
Presented by Mark Dylewski 

13:50 – 14:00 Robotic Instruments and Technology 
Presented by Mike Zervos 

14:00 – 14:10 Robotic Thoracic Surgery in South America: Past, Present and Future 
Presented by Ricardo Mingarini Terra, MD  

14:10 – 14:40 Debate: POEM vs HELLER MYOTOMY 
 

14:10 – 14:20 POEM is the preferred approach for Achalasia 
Presented by Roman Petrov 

14:20 – 14:30 Robotic Heller Myotomy is the preferred approach for Achalasia 
Presented by Faiz Bhora 

14:30 – 14:40 Discussion/Audience Voting/Jury Decision 
14:40 – 15:00 BREAK 
15:00 – 16:30 Esophageal Session II 

Moderators: Luis Herrara, Harmik Soukiasian, Lana Schumacher 
15:00 – 15:10 How do I do it: Robotic Heller myotomy 

Presented by Farid Gharagozloo 
15:10 – 15:20 Robotic Diverticulectomy and Removal of Esophageal GIST 

Presented by Ghulam Abbas 
15:20 – 15:30 Robotic Repair of Giant Paraesophageal Hernia 

Presented by Sid Murthy 
15:30 – 15:45 Robotic Ivor Lewis Esophagectomy 

Presented by Inderpal Sarkaria 
15:45 – 16:00 Robotic McKeown Esophagectomy 

Presented by Abbas Abbas 
  



 THORACIC 
16:00 – 16:15 Robotic Esophagectomy: Chinese Experience and Techniques 

Presented by Zhigang Li 
 

16:15 – 16:30 Discussion 
Saturday, June 22, 2019 

8:00 – 16:00 Thoracic Program: Day 2 
Moderators: Inderpal Sarkaria, Faiz Bhora and Mark Dylewski 

8:00 – 8:05 Welcome and Updates 
Presented by Inderpal Sarkaria 

8:05 – 8:20 Robotic First Rib Resection: Indication, Work Up & Techniques  
Presented by Laurence Spier 

8:20 – 8:35 Robotic Thymectomy: Techniques and Outcome 
Presented by Jens Ruckert 

8:35 – 8:50 Robotic Chest Wall Resection & Reconstruction 
Presented by Laurence Spier 

8:50 – 9:00 Robotic Endoluminal Interventions: Present & Future 
Presented by Luis Herrera 

9:00 – 9:10 Discussion 
9:10 – 9:20 Break 
Lobectomy Section 
Moderators: Ricardo Terra, Jens Ruckert, Lana Schumacker 
9:20 – 9:35 Robotic Right Upper Lobectomy 

Presented by Inderpal Sarkaria 
9:35 – 9:50 Robotic Lower Lobecotmy 

Presented by Guilia Vernosi 
9:50 – 10:05 Robotic Right Bilobectomy 

Presented by Mark Dylewski 
10:05 – 10:20 Robotic Left Upper Lobectomy 

Presented by Luis Herrara 
10:20 – 10:35 Robotic Sleeve Lobectomy 

Presented by Abbas Abbas 
10:35 – 10:50 Robotic Pneumonectomy  

Presented by Richard Lazzaro 
10:50 – 11:05 Robotic vs VATS Anatomical Lung Resection: Is One Approach better than the 

other?  
Presented by Guilia Veronesi 

11:05 – 11:20 Discussion 
11:20 – 12:50 LUNCH 
11:20 – 12:50 RTSEG Working Lunch Meeting 

President: Farid Gharagozloo 
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Segmentectomy Session 
Moderators: Abbas Abbas, Farid Gharagozloo, Guilia Vernosi 
 
Debate on segmentectomy vs Lobectomy for Stage 1A NSCLC 
13:00 – 13:10 Lobectomy remains the standard of care for stage 1A NSCLC 

Presented by Sid Murthy 
 

13:10 – 13:20 Segmentectomy is the preferred approach for stage 1A NSCLC 
Presented by Ghulam Abbas 

13:20 – 13:30 Discussion/Voting 
13:30 – 13:45 Robotic Right Upper Lobe Segmentectomy 

Presented by Ghulam Abbas 
13:45 – 14:00 Robotic Left Upper Lobe Segmentectomy  

Presented by Mike Zervos 
14:00 – 14:15 Robotic Lower Lobe Segmentectomy 

Presented by Lana Schumacher 
14:15 – 14:30 Discussion 
14:30 – 15:00 Break 
Moderators: Mike Zervos, Mark Dylewski, Inderpal Sarkaria 
15:00 – 15:15 Robotic Tracheobronchoplasty  

Presented by Richard Lazzaro 
15:15 – 15:30 Robotic Diaphragmatic Plication: Abdominal Approach 

Presented by Roman Petrov 
15:30 – 15:45 Robotic Diaphragmatic Plication: Thoracic Approach 

Presented by Harmik Soukiasian 
15:45 – 16:00 Robotic Incision of Median Arcuate Ligament for MALS  

Presented by Ghulam Abbas 
16:00 – 16:10 Discussion 
 Closing Comments 

 


